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combined armies on Paris begin. Great was their
joy at receiving a despatch from Schwarzenberg
couched in the most resolute terms:

The enemy has marched by way of Vitry and St.
Dizier to cut our communications, therefore it has
been decided to march on Paris with the full force of
all the armies by the shortest route. I shall conse-
quently, with all my troops, be on the 25th in Ferre
Champenoise, on the 26th in Treffaux, the 27th in
Coulommiers, the 28th in Meaux or Lagny where I
reckon positively on your Excellency's joining me
with your entire forces."

For Schwarzenberg to write that he was march-
ing on Paris, for the very reason that Napoleon was
hastening to cut his communications and attack
him in the rear, betokened an entire change of heart
in the commander of the main army; and Nostitz
wrote: "This coinciding of the decisions at main
headquarters with what he himself considered
wisest made the Field-marshal very happy; all the
more as it was the first time in the course of the
two campaigns that such harmony had existed."

Before dawn on the morning of the 25th of
March the advance was begun, the two armies
proceeding at a distance from each other of about
ten miles in order that there might be a wider
stretch of territory from which to draw supplies.
Schwarzenberg's route was that which he had
announced, while Blucher's led through the very
districts where he had suffered his worst defeats: